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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following NON FINAL Office Action is in response to Applicant's submission 
received June 23, 2003. Claims 1-40 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claims 20-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Specifically, the claims are drawn to a 
"computer readable medium," which according to the specification includes "any type of 
media suitable for storing electronic instructions" (Specification at 6), and "propagated 
signals" (Specification at 8). Therefore, the claims are drawn to a non-statutory 
category. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

A. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication In this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Flores 
et al. (US 5,630,069) (hereinafter Flores). 
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As to claim 1, Flores discloses a method comprising: 

identifying an application product ( see col. 1, lines 7-18, noting that the 
application can be for consulting, analysts, and app developers); and 

associating a business process model pertaining to the application product with a 
plurality of views illustrating a business process within the application product (see jd, , 
noting that graphical tools map the business process; col. 1 1 , lines 10-21 , noting the 
various views available). 

As to claim 2, Flores discloses each of the plurality of views is an image 
representing one of a plurality of user interfaces defined by the application product ( see 
col. 1, lines 7-18, noting that the user interface is graphical, which provides an image for 
each view). 

As to claim 3, Flores discloses creating the business process model for the 
application product using data from an external file (see col. 10, lines 53-62, noting that 
the business model created in the user interface can be opened from an existing, 
external file via a standard FILE menu). 

As to claim 4, Flores discloses the business process model is created in a 
modeling language (see col. 5, line 60 et seq., noting the particular commands in the 
language used to model business processes). 

As to claim 5, Flores discloses the business process model comprises graphical 
representations of a plurality of activities within the business process ( see col. 6, lines 
62-64, noting that activities are modeled using workflows defining acts). 
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As to claim 6, Flores discloses displaying the business process model with the 
plurality of views to the user (see col. 11, lines 10-21 , noting the various views available 
to the user). . . 

As to claim 7, Flores discloses: 

creating the plurality of views corresponding to a plurality of user interfaces 
defined in the application product (see jd, noting that the various views must be created 
in order for a user to view them); 

storing an identifier of each of the plurality of views in a repository (see id. , noting 
that the menu stores a plurality of views to choose from); and 

associating, in the repository, the identifier of each of the plurality of views with at 
least one of a plurality of activities represented in the business process model (see id. , 
noting that each activity on the map is associated with each view). 

As to claim 8, Flores discloses the application product is a standard application 
product defined for a specific industry (see col. 1, lines 7-18, noting that the specific 
industry of consulting is chosen, with the standard application of consulting). 

As to claim 9, Flores discloses a method comprising: 

displaying a business process model pertaining to an application product (see 
col. 1 , lines 7-18, noting that the business process is graphically displayed); 

displaying a plurality of views illustrating a business process within the 
application product ( see col. 11, lines 10-21, noting that various views may be selected; 
col, 12, lines 56-67, noting the various view options). 

Claim 10 is rejected for similar reasons as claim 2. 
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Claim 11 is rejected for similar reasons as claim 4. 

As to claims 12-14. Floras discloses deleting, adding, and replacing one of the 
plurality of views in response to a user request ( see col. 10, line 66, noting that a user 
can do the standard cut, copy, paste, delete to objects in a view, thereby deleting, 
adding, and replacing the view). 

As to claim 15, Flores discloses: 

receiving a user request to navigate to one of the plurality of views in the 
application product (see col. 12, lines 56-67, noting the user can request any of the 
enumerated views from the menu); 

determining a view identifier (see jd, noting that each view is given a view 
identifier for the user to select from); and 

passing a command to the application product to trigger display of a user 
interface associated with the view identifier in execution mode (see id., noting that the 
user selects the view and that selection command is executed by the program to display 
the selected view). 

As to claim 16, Flores discloses: 

creating a first set of business requirements using the business process model 
(see coL 3, lines 18-24, noting that a workflow map is created for a business process); 
and 

transferring the first set of business requirements to a business requirement 
database (see col. 4, lines 53-57, noting that the workflow records are stored in a 
database). 
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As to claim 17, Flores discloses: 

modifying the business process model in response to a user request (see col. 12, 
lines 46-55, noting the user can edit the business process); 

creating a second set of business requirements using the modified business 
process model (see id , noting the paste function creates a second set copied from a 
first set); and 

transferring the second set of business requirements to the business requirement 
database (see col. 12, line 25, noting the user can save the map to the database). 

As to claim 18, Flores discloses maintaining existing relationships between 
components of the business process model when creating the first set of business 
requirements ( see coL 4, lines 1-7, noting that workflows are linked by their 
relationships among one another). 

Claim 19 is rejected for similar reasons as claim 8. 

Claims 20-23 are rejected for similar reasons as claims 1<4. 

Claims 24-29 are rejected for similar reasons as claims 7-12. 

Claim 30 is rejected for similar reasons as claim 15. 

Claims 31-35 are rejected for similar reasons as claims 1, 2, 4, 7, and 8, 
respectively. 

Claims 36-37 are rejected for similar reasons as claims 1-2, noting that Flores is 
practiced on a computer, having a processor and software executable to carry out the 
aforementioned methods. See e.g. Fig. 3, noting the various hardware components. 
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Claims 38-40 are rejected for similar reasons as claims 4, 12, and 15, 
respectively. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See attached PTO-892, but note particularly the following: 

Lautzenheiser et al. (US 6,023,572) disclose a model of activities of people in an 
organization, graphically. 

Huang et al. (US 5,953,707) disclose a system that models and displays 
business processes such as demand management. 

Bierenbaum (US 6,970,844) discloses a system that models and displays 
process maps. 

Boden et al. (US 6,308,161) disclose a system representing business processes 
in a traversable 3-dimensional navigation space. 

Agrawal et al. (US 6,038,538) disclose generating process models from workflow 
logs with a graphical display. 

Walsh et al. (US 6,920,474) disclose a method for visually programming a 
process. 

Metal et al. (US 7,184,967) disclose a graphical user interface of a business 
process workflow scheduling program. 

Berg et al. (US 2004/0027388) disclose a method to facilitate development of a 
business process model, graphically. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William V. Saindon whose telephone number is (571) 
270-3026. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5; alt. Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tariq Hafiz can be reached on (571) 272-6729. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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